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of workhouses was written for the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge *in order
to recommend and forward throughout the kingdom the execution of the same scheme,
wherein a particular regard ought always to be had to such an education of poor children
as may by bringing them up in the faith, knowledge, and obedience of the gospel, prove
. . . the most effectual means to their becoming useful members of the community*.
(Account of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 1807, p. 8.)
 (14)	cf. An Account of several Chanty Schools lately erected., 1710. After describing how
work had been provided for the charity school of St Margaret's, Westminster (spinning
wool, mending and making shoes, sewing and knitting), the writer adds: 'But after all...
notwithstanding the number of the schools ... , there are at present (and will be till the
poor shall be reformed by a better education) more poor children in divers parishes than
the richer sort ... are able to educate, and much less able to set to work, which requires
some considerable stock.*
 (15)	In some districts * working schools' sprang up which were in effect little factories
run for the profit of the mistress who disposed of the children's work to dealers and
commission agents, the children earning a small sum for their parents. There were spinning
schools, straw-plait schools, and lace schools. Lace schools still survived in 1872, see Mrs
Bury Palliser, History of Lace. Flax spinning schools were established in Ireland in 1708
by the Irish Linen Board, see R. Stephenson, Report to the Irish Linen Board, 175 5, p. 44. '

 (16)	Hatron, New View of London^ 1708, p. 151, and pp. 750-51.
 (17)	Hanway, Defects of 'Police, 1780, p. 126.
 (18)	CJ., 21 January 1774.
 (19)	The journeymen saddlers in 1777 say that schooling, if any could be afforded,
would cost threepence a week. See note 26, Chapter 4.
 (20)	Lancaster in 1803 describes the schools at which the 'children of mechanics were
generally educated. First the dame school', which he calls the Initiatory School, but
generally known as the horn-book school, then * the second class of schools. . . . The •
masters of these are often the refuse of superior schools and too often of society at large.
The pay and number of scholars are alike low and fluctuating; of course there is little
encouragement for steady men either to engage or continue in this line; it being impossible
to keep school, defray expenses, and do the poor children regular justice without a regular
income. Eventually many schools, respectable in better times, are abandoned to men ...
who use as much chicane to fill their pockets as the most despicable pettifogger.... These
schools are chiefly attended by the children of artificers, etc., whose pay fluctuates with
their employment, and it is too often withheld by bad principle. Debts are often contracted
that do not exceed a shilling, then the parents remove their children ... and never pay it
... In these schools the number of children increases so much in the summer that it is
impossible for the master to do them justice; therefore an assistant becomes necessary, but
he cannot retain one for long, for as the scholars decrease in the winter his income of
course shrinks... and perhaps poverty and misery stare him in the face*. (Improvements
in Education^ 1803, pp. n and 19.) To turn schoolmaster was the resource of the ruined
and discredited artisan or shopkeeper. See Appendix IV, case 22.

 (21)	For instance, the Gray Coat Hospital or School of St Margaret's, Westminster,
was in 1701 allowed, rent free, a house belonging to the parish, and received parish children
at the same weekly rate as had previously been paid to parish nurses. This, like the
Burlington Charity School was classed with workhouses. Account of Several Workhouses^
1725 and 1732.
 (22)	This was the case in 1732 in several of the City workhouses. In St Dunstan's in the
East, twelve charity children belonging to the Tower Ward School were maintained in

